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Supportfor an IndependentUnited Nationsintergovernmental Science
Policy Platform for Chemical& Waste Management (IPCWM)

The United Nations Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Managenié\SAICM)was established in 2006

as a policy framework to promote chemical safety around the world. The overalltgaainimise the adversanpacts

of the most hazardous global chemigabllutants by 2020 hanot been achievedOver the next two decades, global
chemicals production is set to doublgincreasing waste, safety concerns and potential impacts on the environment
and human health.tlis recognised by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in the Global Clemica
Outlook Il report, that if the next phase of global efforts such as UN SAICM Beyond 20@20saizeed and the UN
Sustainalte Development Goals (SDGS) are to be achigthete needs to be greater involvement and engagement of
both the global scientific academic communityand the world’s major chemicals industries. We consider here the
future involvement of the academic and scientific community

Summary of Key Points

X The Royal Society of Chemistry endorses Option A proposed by UNEP, in that thealgésstrengthenthe
global sciencepolicy interface is to establish amtergovernmental Sciencéolicy Platform for Chemicals and
Waste ManagemerftPCWM)

x Thisnewplatform shouldbe established on a par with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) and Intergovernmental ScierBelicy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystems Services (IPBES) and
as such béndependent of political processeand not report to any one spedifinstitution or convention .

x It shouldhave the status, authority and credibilitp attract the world’s best scientific talent from the
academic community

X As chemicals are a majtactor in bothclimate change and biodiversity, as well as pollution ¢, an
IPCWM should be established to enablaximumcollaboration with both the (IPCGand (IPBE$

The UN Call to Action and Options for a new Scienc®olicy Interface for Chemicals & Waste

The United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) have called for a strengthening of the spielme-
interface (SPI) and UNEP have produced an options paper for howrthght be achieved beyond 2020

United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA)Resolution 4/8 on the sound management of chemicals

and waste beyond 2020
There is antrgent need to strengthen the science-




A document has been prepared by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) titled ‘Assessmen
of options for strengthening the scienepolicy interface at tke international level for the sound
management of chemicals and waste’ (SAICM/IP.4/4Yhis UNEP document will be presented to the
United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEAFebruary 2021IThe Options for a SPI are presented below.

Option A Anindependent intergovernmental p latform - This option is similar to the IPCC and IPEIES it
would be independent of any conventions of political processel high profile

Option B Institutionalising the Global Chemicals Outlook (GCO) and Global Waste &hagement
Outlook (GWMO) processes actionswould not be contingent on UNEA resolutiobst a UN institution
would be establishedo define a work programme

Option C Thematic subsidiary panels with specialised task forces —subsidiary to a body such a$NEA
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About us

Withabout 50,000 members in over 1@@untries and a knowledge business that spans the globe, the Royal

Society of Chemistry is the UK'’s professional body for chemical scientists, supporting and representing our
members and bringing together chemical scientists from all over the world. Oermbers include those working in
large multinational companies and small to medium enterprises, researchers and students in universities, teachers
and regulators.

The Royal Society of Chemistry developed this pojosition statementfollowing a virtualround table in July
2020involvinginternational academicsand Defra International Chemicals Team representativége would like to
involve more internationalsenior-levelacademics in ouglobal chemicals policy work and if you would like to

input, please contacpolicy@rsc.org
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