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Support for an Independent United Nations Intergovernmental  Science-
Policy Platform for Chemicals & Waste Management (IPCWM) 

The United Nations Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (UN SAICM)1  was established in 2006 
as a policy framework to promote chemical safety around the world. The overall goal to minimise the adverse impacts 
of the most hazardous global chemical pollutants by 2020 has not been achieved. Over the next two decades, global 
chemicals production is set to double2, increasing waste, safety concerns and potential impacts on the environment 
and human health. It is recognised by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in the Global Chemicals 
Outlook II report2, that if the next phase of global efforts such as UN SAICM Beyond 2020 are to succeed, and the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are to be achieved, there needs to be greater involvement and engagement of 
both the global scientific academic community and the world’s major chemicals industries. We consider here the 
future involvement of the academic and scientific community. 
 
Summary of Key Points 
 

�x The Royal Society of Chemistry endorses Option A proposed by UNEP, in that the best way to strengthen the 
global science-policy interface is to establish an Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform for Chemicals and 
Waste Management (IPCWM). 

�x This new platform should be established on a par with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) and Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystems Services (IPBES) and 
as such be independent of political processes and not report to any one specific institution or convention .  

�x It should have the status, authority and credibility to attract the world’s best scientific talent from the 
academic community. 

�x As chemicals are a major factor in both climate change and biodiversity, as well as pollution control, an 
IPCWM should be established to enable maximum collaboration with both the (IPCC) and (IPBES). 

 
The UN Call to Action and Options for a new Science-Policy Interface for Chemicals & Waste  
 

The United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) have called for a strengthening of the science-policy 
interface (SPI) and UNEP have produced an options paper for how that might be achieved beyond 2020. 

United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) Resolution 4/8 on the sound management of chemicals 
and waste beyond 2020 
There is an “urgent need to strengthen the science-



  

 
 

  

 

A document has been prepared by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) titled ‘Assessment 
of options for strengthening the science-policy interface at the international level for the sound 
management of chemicals and waste’ (SAICM/IP.4/4)3.  This UNEP document will be presented to the 
United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) in February 2021. The Options for a SPI are presented below. 

Option A  An independent intergovernmental p latform  - This option is similar to the IPCC and IPBES and it 
would be independent of any conventions of political processes and high profile.  

Option B  Institutionalising the Global Chemicals Outlook (GCO) and Global Waste Management 
Outlook (GWMO) processes – actions would not be contingent on UNEA resolutions but a UN institution 
would be established to define a work programme. 

Option C  Thematic subsidiary panels with specialised task forces – subsidiary to a body such as UNEA 
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About us 

With about 50,000 members in over 100 countries and a knowledge business that spans the globe, the Royal 
Society of Chemistry is the UK’s professional body for chemical scientists, supporting and representing our 
members and bringing together chemical scientists from all over the world. Our members include those working in 
large multinational companies and small to medium enterprises, researchers and students in universities, teachers 
and regulators.  

The Royal Society of Chemistry developed this policy position statement following a virtual round table in July 
2020 involving international academics and Defra International Chemicals Team representatives. We would like to 
involve more international senior-level academics in our global chemicals policy work and if you would like to 
input, please contact policy@rsc.org 
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